	Douglas Waterbury-Tieman Don Trivett Award Speech
Pablo Picasso told us, “Every child is an artist.   The challenge is how to remain an artist once we grow up.”  Fortunately, we graduates here tonight had parents who not only recognized the truth in this statement, but cultivated the artist in each of us.  We were afforded the privilege of art classes, dance and music lessons and participation in choirs.  We were supported in whatever creative venture we undertook.  
I learned early on that many of my childhood peers did not always share my enthusiasm for the arts.   Having attended four different schools prior to eighth grade, I discovered that my interests were a curiosity to other kids.  But, from the first day I stepped into SCAPA, I knew I was finally where I belonged.  The sounds of music wafted through the hallways, a variety of artwork decorated the walls, and from an open door I could here the 5, 6, 7, 8 of a dance class.  For the first time I was with other people like me.  I could talk about my interests in music, dance, drama, and art without any fear of ridicule. 
But there was more to SCAPA than meeting others who shared my creative interests.   I found myself in an environment where the arts were not only celebrated; they were part of the curriculum in virtually every class.   All the teachers found ways to allow us to utilize our artistic abilities to succeed in the classroom.   We were encouraged to write and act out skits to portray historic events, learn songs that helped us memorize mathematic equations, and design models that demonstrated scientific phenomenon.   And these weren’t even in our art classes.
Scott Adams wrote, “Creativity is allowing yourself to make mistakes.  Art is knowing which ones to keep.”   As SCAPA students we were given the great gift of an opportunity to experiment in our various art disciplines.   Through the patient guidance of our teachers we grew in our ability to distinguish between mediocre attempts and excellence in our work.  Oftentimes these lessons were demonstrated as powerfully by their actions as their words.  
I will never forget how Mrs. Campbell took our musical experience beyond the classroom and concert hall out into the community.  She taught us that music is to be shared and is meant to enrich not just our lives, but those of others.
I will always appreciate Mr. Love’s constant foraging for new ways to use everyday items to create works of art.  He truly gave new meaning to the word recycling.
Ms. Lab gave me the chance to play many memorable characters, but more importantly through her devotion to stagecraft, she taught me that if you don’t find joy in what you’re doing, then don’t do it.    
Mr. Thomas demonstrated the importance of detail when producing a play by paying attention not only to character development but to everything from the program artwork to the selection of pre-show music.
Thanks to the expertise and devotion of all our teachers, we who started out as creative students have become confident artists.
While not all of us plan to pursue careers in what are considered the creative and performing arts, we can still take the lessons we have learned at SCAPA and apply them to whatever path we choose.  The need for creative minds is apparent in everything from engineering to medicine, from teaching to parenting, from diplomacy with foreign countries to relationships here at home.  
The fact is, we are surrounded by art and there is an art to everything we do.   Vincent Van Gogh came to the conclusion that “there is nothing more artistic than to love others.”  You might say that each of our lives is a work of art - one that will take a lifetime to complete.  
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